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THE COURTHOUSES OF PULASKI COUNTY
Pulaski County has built five 

courthouses in Waynesville 
since 1840. The first courthouse 

was on the hill to the south  overlook-
ing the little village. The following 
four courthouses were on the town 
square, around which the original 
town was platted. The first courthouse 
was a temporary hewn log building.
   Waynesville was designated the per-
manent county seat in May of 1843. 
William Moore donated land for 
the town and for a permanent court 
house, which included the present 
square, and was ordered to remove a 
house and apple trees that were on the 
donated land.

Goodspeed (114) describes Waynesville’s first courthouse as “a hewn log 
building two stories, with a single glass window, the upper story being used 
for a clerk’s office. The people came and camped out for two weeks to build 
the jail.” Harrison’s home above is a fair look-alike.

   The second court house, which re-
placed the log one, was built in 1843. 
According to Goodspeed Publish-
ing’s 1889 History of Pulaski County 
(115), “They located it at Waynes-
ville, and Allen Hamor was given the 
contract to build the court-house in 
the present square; it was to be 40x28 
feet and 22 feet high, with three 
rooms, two halls, and two outside 
doors on the first floor, and was to be 
finished in ‘fashinable stile.’”
   We do not have a photograph of 
this second courthouse. What we do 
have is an oil painting at right from 
1864 by a soldier of the 5th Missou-
ri State Militia by the last name of 
Leuteritz. He painted this view from 
Fort Hill during the Civil War. In 
the foreground is the part of the fort 
with its wooden palisade and earthen 
walls. A large portion of the village 
of Waynesville stretches across the 
middle of the canvas.
   The courthouse was situated about 
in the middle of the square, facing 
east. There was a lawn of consider-
able size in front of the courthouse 
along the street on the east side of 
the square. Behind the courthouse 
six wagons are visible. These might 
be army supply wagons. There was 
not much civilian governance going 
on nor commerce. The occupying 
federal force may have been using 
the courthouse to store supplies.
   In the detail at lower right, two 

houses on the east side of the square 
are depicted facing the courthouse. 
The two-story house at far middle 
right belonged to Jesse A. Rayl. On 
the 1860 Census, Rayl’s oc-
cupation is listed as farmer. It 
also discloses that Rayl was the 
wealthiest man in the village 
of 98 persons and 14 residenc-
es. Rayl had real estate valued 
at $6,000 and personal prop-
erty valued at $6,000. Most of 
the personal property valua-
tion was due to his ownership 
of five slaves, ages 2 to 40.
   The one-story building next 
to Rayl belonged to W. W. 
McDonald who, previous to 
the war, operated it as a stage-
coach stop. McDonald was 
also the County and Circuit 
Clerk, (1852-1864). Good-
speed (115) attests that “Mr. 
McDonald, by an order of the court, 
was made agent for the care of the 
court-house, it being ordered that he 
‘shall set the doors open wide for the 
exercise of religious worship, at any 
time when there are no legal pro-
ceedings in progress in said house, to 
all denominations who believe in the 
doctrines set forth in the holy scrip-
tures,’ but a ball or dancing party, 
or exhibitory show, shall pay $2.50 
in advance.” Painting courtesy of the 
Missouri Historical Society.
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   We do not have a picture of that 
first log courthouse. At right, is 
the house of James Harrison, near 
Arlington and the mouth of the Little 
Piney. It stood until the 1950s. Court 
for Gasconade County met there in 
the 1830s. Gasconade County con-
tained at that time  parts of Dallas, 
Webster, Texas, Phelps, Maries, 
Miller, Camden, and all of present 
Pulaski , Laclede and Wright coun-
ties. Technically, one could argue 
it was the first Pulaski court house. 
We show it as the log court house in 
Waynesville probably looked simi-
lar and it may have served as a later 
replication model.



   “Whereas, At the April term, 
1872, of the Pulaski Circuit Court, 
Elijah Perry, judge of said court, 
caused to be entered on record an 
order condemning the [1843] court-
house of Pulaski County as being 
in a dilapidated and dangerous 
condition, and beyond repairs and 
no longer safe as a place for holding 
court. It is therefore ordered that the 
two thousand dollar appropriation 
by the General Assembly of the State 
of Missouri, approved April 1, 1872, 
for damages to the court-house of 
Pulaski County during and by rea-
son of the late war, be and the same 
(be used for) building a court-house 
on the public square in the town of 
Waynesville.” (Goodspeed, 117)
   Thus was the second courthouse 
condemned. The damage caused by 
the “late war” was not from a Civil 
War skirmish but more likely from 
occupying soldiers and storage of 

Union supplies. Additionally, $6,000 
in bonds were sold to construct the 
third courthouse. W. C. Kerr was 
to oversee the building of the brick 
structure that was 60x40 feet and 
22 feet high. The square footage 
was three times that of the second 
courthouse. In 1873, $1,500 more 
was appropriated for finishing the 
building but it was not occupied un-
til the early spring of 1876. For some 
interior description, see page 45.
   The views containing the third 
courthouse are panoramas, circa 
1902, probably taken with the Ko-
dak Panoram camera, introduced in 
1900. In the top view, the Black Ho-
tel (aka the Old Stagecoach Stop) is 
at the far right. The picket fence that 
ran from the southwest corner of 
the hotel and then alongside George 
Reed’s house is visible. Across the 
street on the northeast corner of the 
square is the square white concrete 

jail.
   At bottom is a view from behind 
the row of business houses on the 
south side of the square, most with 
false fronts. The courthouse is at 
center and the jail is to the right.
   The two gentlemen in the top 
image might be William Howard 
Johnson 1866-1940) and W. H. 
Locker (1870-c.1910), as the images 
were found in the Johnson Family 
Collection. Johnson, of St. Louis, 
had a contract with the Frisco Rail-
road to sell surplus land in Pulas-
ki County until March 31, 1902. 
William Locker was a Waynesville 
resident. He was a lawyer, two term 
State Representative (1901-1904), 
and sold real estate. He had an office 
in St. Louis from which he managed 
his real estate business and assisted 
Mr. Johnson in selling railroad land.
   In 1902, Johnson and Locker 
formed a partnership for mineral 

speculation. In March, 1902, they 
found a deposit of lead 18 inches in 
thickness at a depth of 100 feet on a 
tract of land a few miles southwest 
of Waynesville. However, there are 
no subsequent reports about further 
exploitation of the mineral deposit.
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   On this page are two previous-
ly unpublished views of the third 
courthouse. Their recent discovery 
precipitated this article about  the 
county’s courthouses. Archivist 
Haley Frizzle-Green of The State 
Historical Society of Missouri, 
Springfield Research Center, was 
processing the Johnson Family 
Collection given to the center by a 
Taney County family. These images 
did not seem to be in Taney County 
or vicinity. Haley contacted this 
author for verification as a Pulaski 
County location, which we iden-
tified by hallmark buildings and 
fences. Up to that time, we had not 
seen an image of the third court-
house. Kudos to Haley for recogniz-
ing the possible location.



2025 Old Settlers Gazette - Page 32

   The third courthouse, built in 1873, burned during the early morning 
hours of June 13, 1903. Many of the county’s records were incinerated, 
including property deeds, but probate records were saved. 
   In 1890, an effort began to move the county seat from Waynesville 
to Crocker. Crockerites Judge W. H. Murphy and C. H. Howard spear-
headed the effort, offering to provide the land and pay for the court-
house. They even engaged architect Henry H. Hohenschild of Rolla 
to draw up a plan. The issue came to a vote in 1892 and removal was 
defeated. With a $5,000 insurance check in hand, the county court 
engaged Hohenschild to draft plans for the new 1903 courthouse. He 
simply made some modifications to his 1892 blueprints.
   The fourth courthouse was 60 feet long by 40 feet wide  at the south 
end (front), and 60 feet wide at the north end. The ground floor includ-
ed five large office rooms which, according to the Pulaski County Demo-
crat, contained “probably twice as much floor space as did the offices in 
the old building.” The first floor also housed two fireproof vaults “with 
ample capacity to hold all records that might accumulate in years to 
come.” The second floor featured a courtroom and three jury rooms, a 
consultation room, and a witness waiting room. It still does.
   On March 7, 1904, a dedication ceremony was held with a large crowd 
from around the county in attendance. There was much speechifying by 
local lawyers, dignitaries, and Presiding Circuit Judge L. B. Woodside. 
Everybody was pleased with the $10,240 courthouse.

   The 1903 courthouse was built to serve Pulaski County 
when there were 11,000 citizens. Eighty years later, the popu-
lation of the county had quadrupled and the “old” courthouse 
facility was inadequate to fulfill its civic and legal demands.
   County officials placed a half-cent sales tax increase propos-
al on the February 1987 ballot. Revenue to be raised by the 
tax increase was earmarked to finance the construction of a 
new county courthouse. Voters, however, turned that proposi-
tion down, but then changed their minds when the issue was 
placed on the ballot again on August 4th of that same year. 
The sales tax was approved by a narrow 1,123 to 1,000 margin.
   Approval of the sales tax allowed the county to erect its fifth 
courthouse in 1989, a 51,484 square foot structure just east of 
the 1903 courthouse. The courthouse also provided room for 
the county sheriff ’s offices and jail, which moved to their own 
building in December of 2020. The construction work took 
almost two years to complete and cost the county 3.9 million 
dollars.
   The old (fourth) courthouse still stands on the square and is 
maintained by Pulaski County. It is now a museum operated 
by the Pulaski County Historical Society.
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   The Pulaski County Historical So-
ciety was organized March 27, 1969. 
The first president was Mabel Mot-
taz (1900-1980). Its first big project 
was to erect a replica of the first 
courthouse and was spearheaded by 
Mrs. Mottaz beginning in 1971.
   Mabel Manes Mottaz received a 
B. S. in Education from the Univer-
sity of Missouri at Rolla and later 
a Master’s Degree in Counseling 
from Columbia University in New 
York. She taught in rural schools 
and finished her 22 year career 
teaching Social Studies and serving 
as a counselor at Waynesville High 
School. She retired in 1960. At the 
end of that same year, she wrote and 
published the first history of Pulaski 
County (other than Goodspeed’s 
1889 volume), an 81-page paperback 
titled Lest We Forget—A History of 
Pulaski County, Missouri and Fort 
Leonard Wood. Mabel financed the 
printing of 5,000 copies and began 
selling them for $1.50 each. By the 
mid-1970s, Mabel was living at the 
newly opened John Knox Village of 
the Ozarks retirement facility. She 
had less than 100 books left and 
was selling them for $5.00, with the 
profit going to the Pulaski County 
Historical Society.
   Mrs. Mottaz worked hard to gen-
erate support for building a replica 

of the first courthouse on a site in 
Laughlin Memorial Park. The Build-
ing Trades classes at Waynesville 
High School were drafting plans 
based on the picture of Harrison’s 
home/courthouse on page 30. 
   Mabel spoke to civic groups and 
wrote several articles that were pub-
lished in county newspapers. She 
cited other such successful projects, 
such as Springfield, Illinois, and 
its restoration of a log courthouse 
where Abe Lincoln served as lawyer 

and Rolla’s restoration of the Dil-
lon Log Cabin, which housed their 
museum. 
   In an essay in the Pulaski County 
Democrat of September 28, 1972, 
Mabel asserted that “Four court-
houses have since been erected in 
Waynesville, but this tiny, rudely 
built log house was the first. The pi-
oneers were fulfilling the American 
Dream and made history in 1839 
because they believed without orga-
nization and law and order this wide 
area would have been chaos. We 
want this building to be a memento 
not only of the past, but to serve our 
youth and coming generations as a 
reminder of these hardy pioneers 
who went before and carved out 
homes in the primeval forest using 
the great trees to supply their need 
for building materials...”
   Several locals offered rock from 
old chimneys and fireplaces, as well 
as logs from old cabins. In addition 
to material, there were several cash 
donations, as well as promises of 
donated labor. The Optimist Club 
donated one thousand dollars to 
enable the project to begin.
   Gerald Wyatt tore down the donat-
ed cabins and hauled the logs to the 
park location where he began the 
construction of the walls. He also 
provided over 300 hours of backhoe 
work in preparing the site. 
   In October of 1972, part of a log 
wall had been constructed but more 
funds would be needed to finish 

the project. Roofing, wiring, and 
interior amenities would be need-
ed. KFBD held a radio marathon 
to raise money for the courthouse 
replica. Mabel remarked in the 
October 12 Democrat issue, “Our 
sincere thanks go to KFBD and their 
entire staff, who worked so hard for 
twenty four hours on the marathon 
and it was through no fault of theirs 
that the results were disappointing 
in that we failed to reach our goal. 
Unless more people take an interest 
in this project, it cannot go forward.”
   What must also have been equally 
disheartening was the fact that two 
weeks later, another KFBD mara-
thon was held for the USO and it 
raised $4,300 in 36 hours. The first 
courthouse replication project lost 
steam and was not mentioned again 
in print.
   Mabel remained active in the 
historical society for almost another 
decade. Mabel was born September 
20, 1900, to Seth and Olive Manes. 
She married E. N. Henson on Feb-
ruary 18, 1920 and they had one 
son, Drury. She married Waynesville 
banker Sam T. Rollins on April 1, 
1944, and married C. E. Mottaz on 
April 3, 1948, all of whom preceded 
her in death. Mabel was civic-mind-
ed and particularly had an interest 
in local history. She often expressed 
her opinion that “only by studying 
and knowing the past that we would 
be able to perceive the future and 
know what was to come.”

Courthouses Postscript
Lest We Forget Mabel Mottaz

Mabel Mottaz’s faculty picture in 
The Tige 1951, the yearbook pub-
lished by the students of Waynes-
ville High School. It included all 
of the students and teachers in the 
entire school district. Courtesy of 
Susan Farnham Morriss.



2025 Old Settlers Gazette - Page 35


